*    The Tartar Invasion    *

*But his archers/ they urged, 'they can outshoot us.
A hundred of them held up the whole guard/

'That was a rough and tumble on the bank/ he
laughed. "The guard had no time to deploy. But leave
it to me. I am not afraid. I shall shortly be in con-
sultation with my generals, Anantapyissi and Ranta-
pyissi.*

The Queen and the minister were obliged to give it
up. You could do nothing with such a man, a man who
held his folly to be a vigorous counter-stroke, in which
he had played the part of a strong king standing up for
his honour. They now perceived he would remain in
this delusion until alarmed by the sequel. He would
then probably go to pieces. Unfortunately, the country
would go to pieces with him.

They were far from being alone in their view of the
situation. The King's two sons, the Bassein-Min and
the Prome-Min, did not conceal their opinion that he
was leading the country to disaster. They were still
very young, but the Prome-Min was precocious. The
adventurers who surrounded him had got him to be-
lieve that he could save Burma. Queen Saw had secret
information that he was in a plot to overthrow his fa-
ther, seize the throne and by a timely arrangement with
the Tartars avert the blow which everybody knew was
imminent. She was even sounded indirectly on the pro-
ject. While admitting that there was something to be
said for it in theory, she refused for reasons which
will appear to have anything to do with it.

In case the Emperor might attack, Narathihapat6
devoted some time to the army. It was still loyal. Like
all armies, it wanted a fight and was confident of suc-
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